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An Experimental Piece

Supported by

on Chinese Ancient Myths and Immigration History

CROSSING il 17 & 18
MOUNTAINS AND SEAS

Performed in Mandarin and English, fully subrtitled.

TInitially inspired by "Stories of Exclusion"
by Dale T.ee Kwong
at FEau Claire c¢Space, 2023 June

Created and Directed by Nick Fangzheng Wang
Sound, Lighting designed by Nick Wang

Set Designed by Stephanie Qi and Nick Wang
Installarion Built by Stanley Zhang GK i 7)
Assistant Stage Manager and Show Qperator:
Chelsca Huiyu Li (ZRg5F)

Subtitle Operator: Anne Yang, Stanley Zhang
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Public Presentation

—
May 23, 24 at 6:30 pm
May 25, 26 at 2 pm

Motel Theatre at Arts Commons

Y e

Cast:
Yangyang Luo (FH5H5), Xinyu Li (=575,
Ning Shu, Stephanie Qi, Molly GE#])



This project is based on Dale Lee Kwong's workshop: Stories of Exclusion, at ¢Space
Eau Claire in June 2023.

After years of Head Tax did not stop Chinese immigration, the Canadian
government passed legislation that effectively stopped immigration from China for 24
years. The ironically named Chinese Immigration Act came into effect on July 1st, 1923.
The holiday known as Dominion Day was called “Day of Humiliation” by the Chinese
community... The ‘Exclusion Act’impacted the community in ways we are only now
beginning to understand. ..

STORIES OF EXCLUSION is a workshop which will see Chinese community members
share their hidden histories with Asian artists. The artist witnesses will use those stories
as inspiration for their creative practice. Members of the public are also invited to
witness these stories.

[https://cspaceprojects.com/event/stories-of-exclusion/]

I am also one of the withesses sharing stories in the “Stories of Exclusion” project.
The part of me that is Chinese is shaped by the world and is also the fundamental
driving force when | reshape the world. This is the main reason why our work
“Crossing Mountains and Seas” adopts an episodic, non-linear narrative: the
inherited culture is not a simple linear story from the first chapter to the second;
instead, all mutual transformations (between the world and individuals) are hidden
in the minutiae of life.

The dissemination of any ideology is inseparable from storytelling. Many things can
achieve this, and theatre can as well. | recall performing school dramas as a child,
reciting mythological stories from the textbook in front of the class. It is similar now,
listening to the immigration stories of previous generations. The wave of
immigration has reached Calgary. More and more new Chinese immigrants and old
immigrants are creating gaps in this society. Why not use theatre to create more
discussions and exchange perspectives? Although we say in the play, “Each
generation has its own struggles. One generation cannot solve the problems of
another...| cannot fight like they did, but they cannot give us the answers either..”
yet, “All struggles, achievements, and abandonment remain unchanged!

I would like to thank Downstage for creating space for us. Thank you to the actors
who participated in this experimental creation, some of whom are on stage for the
first time. And thank you to many community members who stand alongside us.
The Chinese community in Calgary is filled with an artistic atmosphere, but in terms
of ideological expression, it is tightly bound by homogenization and hindered by
the idea of “submitting to mainstream culture” On the stage of Arts Commons,
there have already been representations of Japanese immigrant culture in
“Forgiven” and Korean immigrant culture in "Kim’s Convenience” When will there be
stories about Chinese people? A hundred years ago, they built the trans-Canada
railway, and a hundred years later, they are still building Canada together with all
ethnic groups...
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